
Course Expectations: 2011-2012
Teacher:  Ms. Fowler 
Office: Room 1410D
Phone: 837-7827
e-mail:  FowlerR@issaquah.wednet.edu
  Website:  www.physicsrocks.com 

Welcome to the world of physics, IB style!  This course will be an opportunity for you to expand your knowledge of physics and apply your knowledge in a variety of different ways, including, for example, the following: projects, lab activities and explorations, class discussions and demonstrations.  You are encouraged to become an active participant in the class and to challenge yourself and your misconceptions/prior knowledge.


This course is a general overview of several key physics topics—some of which were partly covered in general physics, but most of them are new for all of you.  If you find yourself having trouble at anytime, for whatever reason, please make an appointment to see me for the help I am very willing to give!  Help sessions will be scheduled a few days before a unit exam.  Please feel free to make an appointment with me if you need help outside of a group review!

You will be challenged to use your critical thinking skills during lab activities as well as class discussions in order to increase your conceptual understanding as well as your mathematical understanding of the topics covered.

Topics Covered (not necessarily in this order):
· Physics and physical measurement

· Mechanics 

· Thermal physics

· Oscillations and waves
· Atomic and nuclear physics

· Energy, power and climate change

· Electric currents (time permitting)
· Astrophysics (time permitting)
Materials needed…

1. 3-ring binder with space dedicated to IB physics

2. Loose-leaf paper

3. 2 Bound composition notebooks ($1.40 each when purchased here)
4. Pencils and erasers

5. Blue or black pen 

6. Red pen or marking pencil
7. USB/Flash drive
8. Scientific calculator
My expectations of you… The following will contribute to the successes of everyone in class:

1. Show respect for everyone and everything!  This includes yourself, your classmates and your teacher, classroom equipment and others’ belongings; please listen to others and do not talk out of turn.

2. Be Prompt!  Come to class on time and prepared to participate.  Be in your seat by the time class is scheduled to begin.

3. Be on task! Use your class time wisely and appropriately. At no time should you be playing games on a calculator or computer.
4. Be Safe!  Follow all safety guidelines in labs and in class at all times.

5. Ask questions during class discussions and work time!!  If you have a question, someone else probably does, too!  Please let me know if you do not understand something.  I’m more than happy to work with you to get you at (or closer to) the level of understanding at which you want to be.
6. Be Responsible!  for your actions, your participation, and your own work. 
Note:  Students are responsible for their own behavior in the science lab.  Actions that result in the misuse, damage, or breakage of lab supplies will receive disciplinary actions.  Students may be fined for the cost of the item.
· Cheating…cheating will be dealt with according to the definition and disciplinary recommendations given in the SHS student handbook.

· Disciplinary actions… depending on the severity and the frequency of the event, one or more of the following will be done: 
1.   Loss of professionalism points
3.  Detention with teacher
2. Phone call home

4.  Administrative referral
Grading…



A = 100-93%

A - = 92.9-90%

B+ = 89.9-87%

B = 86.9-83%

B - = 82.9-80%

C+ = 79.9-77%

C = 76.9-73%

C - = 72.9-70%

D+ = 69.9-67%

D = 66.9-63%

D - = 62.9-60%

F = below 60.0%

Semester grading categories:







Exams/Quizzes = 45%

Laboratory Work = 25%

Other homework = 20%

Semester Final = 10%

*Important note:  I will NOT round grades.  You will be given opportunities for extra credit.  Turn in all work and participate in extra credit opportunities.  What Family Access reports as your grade IS your grade.  I will not be rounding any grades.

WebAssign
This year we will be using an online program for most bookwork problem assignments:  www.webassign.net.  The cost for the use of the program is $10.50 for the full year of the course.  You will be responsible for signing up online, no later than Monday, September 12.  Please check www.physicsrocks.com for the class registration key for your class period.

Labs…
· Unless otherwise directed, each member of a lab group is responsible for an individual typed lab report, written according to proper guidelines given in class.  

· Labs will typically be due within 2 days after the class has completed data collection.

· Final lab reports must be typed, unless specifically told otherwise.

· It is expected that all graphs will be done individually using an appropriate computer graphing program (Logger Pro, available in class…details later)

· Points will be deducted from your lab grade if you choose not to properly follow lab procedures, safety guidelines or write-up requirements.

· Projects will have specific requirements that will be described upon assignment.  Due dates will be firm.  Late passes may NOT be used for projects.

· If you miss a lab because of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to arrange for a make up lab to take place during a pre-arranged lab make-up session after school within 1 week of the absence. 

Homework policies…

· All assignments are due at a specified time and will not receive full credit if they are late!  Due time is at the beginning of the class period the day after an assignment has been given, unless otherwise stated.
Late Work Policy:

· Any work turned in up to 5 school days late will be accepted, but will receive an automatic penalty of a 20% reduction of the total possible score.

· Any work turned in more than 5 school days late will be accepted, and will receive up to 30% of the total possible score, based only upon completion.
· It is the sole responsibility of the student to get any assignments missed during an excused absence.  If an absence is Unexcused, any assignments or quizzes missed will go down as a zero in the grade book.

· Homework that was due the day you were gone must be turned in the day you return.  

· If you miss a quiz or exam, you will take the quiz the day you return!  Exception:  If you missed an in-class review assignment the day before the exam, you will have one additional day to make up the test.
· Written work must be handed in on loose-leaf paper only.  NO RAGGED EDGES WILL BE ACCEPTED; class time will NOT be used to trim papers!  Do this before the bell rings!
· All work must be legible.  If I can’t read it, I won’t grade it!
Composition Book Use:

1. Book #1:  Lab notebook (Pre-labs and raw data):  You will be writing any pre-lab exercises and planning/rough draft work in your journals.  The day you complete a lab, you MUST write your raw data in your journal the day you collect the data.  EVERY PERSON in a lab group is required to hand-write their own raw data so you each have a data table from which to work for the final lab report.  Final lab reports will be typed individually.
2. Book #2:  Assessment Statements:  You will be assigned to “answer” each of the assessment statements for each unit (found online) as if they were a test question.  You are required to title the first page of a new unit, rewrite the entire assessment statement and in a different color ink, you will be completing your answer to that statement.  This will serve as an excellent review tool and summary of what we study in the class this year.

Daily Warm-ups:
· Warm-up questions will be on the board nearly every day when you enter the room.  You will earn up to 3 points each day for completing the following on a sheet of loose-leaf paper:

· Including the appropriate date!

· Copying the complete question and writing a complete answer that has been distinctly separated from the question (i.e. question highlighted, 2 different colors of ink, etc.)
· Having a Correct answer (or at least a very good attempt! ()

Note:  Be sure to write legibly and make sure the color you choose to use can be read on the given color of paper—if I can’t read it, the entry earns a zero (0).
· Answers to the warm-up questions will not necessarily be covered that day.

· Please be working on your warm-up question by the time the class starts.

· You must make up the daily warm-up question if you are tardy or absent unless you want to lose those 3 points.  Get the question(s) you missed from a classmate.  This is YOUR responsibility, and must be taken care of BEFORE the day a warm-up sheet is due.

Extra Credit:

· Periodically in a semester you will be given the opportunity to earn some extra credit.  Do NOT ask for extra credit—if you ask, you will NOT get it (.  I will decide what to give as extra credit opportunities and when to give it.

· All extra credit will be entered at the END OF THE SEMESTER, regardless of when it is due and collected.

· You will ONLY earn this extra credit IF you have absolutely NO missing assignments!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please go over these course expectations with your parents/guardians, sign, and return the attached receipt acknowledgement sheet by Friday, September 3 for 3 assignment points.  You will then be expected to keep these expectations in the front of your physics binder.  

IB Physics 2011-12 Course Expectations Acknowledgement of Receipt
I have read the entire course syllabus for IB Physics and understand my/my child’s responsibilities in this class.  I am aware that this syllabus is to be kept in a binder with space dedicated to IB physics notes and assignments for future reference.

_________________________________
_________________________________

student name (printed)



       student signature

_________________________________

parent/guardian signature

**************************************************************************************************

Science Safety Expectations Acknowledgement

I have read, understand, and will follow the science safety rules and laboratory regulations written in the safety contract, and acknowledge that the items listed below have been explained to the student.

· Non compliance with any of the above regulations will result in disciplinary action that may include suspension or expulsion from school.

· Location and use of fire extinguisher.

· Location and use of eye wash devices.

· Emergency evacuation procedures.

_________________________________________

_______________________________

Name of Student
(print)




Science Course/Period/Teacher

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________

Signature of Student




Date

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________

Signature of Parent




Date




Inappropriate Use of Technology Policy


Cell Phone and MP3 player Use


As cell phone technology advances there are more and more opportunities for the phones to become a distraction.  In particular, games on the phones and instant messages are becoming quite a problem during classes.  CELL PHONES ARE NOT PERMITTED IN PHYSICS CLASSES.  IF A STUDENT IS FOUND USING A CELL PHONE IN CLASS IT WILL BE CONFISCATED.  THE STUDENT MAY PICK UP THE PHONE FROM ADMINISTRATION.  


This same policy will be followed if a student is listening to a CD or MP3 Player at an inappropriate time during class.





Calculator Policy


If you choose to use your calculator in a way that is inappropriate for the class time provided (i.e. playing games at any time without permission), your calculator will be confiscated.  You may pick it up at the following times:  


1st offense=after class; 2nd offense=end of day; 3rd + offense=from administrator


Cards


Although cards are not technology, the consequences are the same as with the calculator.  If you choose to play cards (ANY game!) during the regular class period and without permission, they WILL be confiscated!!








