Physics Course Expectations {2010-11}
Teacher:  Ms. Fowler 
Office: Room 1410D
Phone: 837-7827


e-mail:  FowlerR@issaquah.wednet.edu
Website:  www.physicsrocks.com 

This course will allow students to observe and explore the physical properties and concepts of the entire world around them.  We will be exploring the “how?” and the “why?” of our world including, but not limited to, the following topics: kinematics (i.e.1 and 2-dimensional motion); dynamics (i.e. Forces and Newton’s laws of motion); energy, power, and work; wave mechanics; acoustics; optics; and rocketry.


Students will be expected to be able to explain situations conceptually with verbal and written descriptions and, when appropriate, with mathematical equations and logical reasoning.

My expectations of you… The following will contribute to the successes of everyone in the classroom:

1. Show respect for everyone and everything!  This includes yourself, your classmates, your teacher, and even substitutes, as well as classroom equipment and others’ belongings; listen to others and do not talk out of turn.

2. Be Prompt!  Come to class on time and prepared to participate.  Be in your seat by the time class is scheduled to begin.

3. Be on task! Use your class time wisely and appropriately.   At no time should you be playing games on a calculator or computer.
4. Please eat and drink elsewhere (  Neither food nor drink, with the exception of covered water bottles, will be allowed in the classroom.

5. Be Safe!  Follow all safety guidelines in labs and in class at all times.

6. Ask questions during class discussions and work time!!  If you have a question, someone else probably does, too!  If questions are not asked, I will assume that everyone understands the topic!

* After-school help sessions will be scheduled periodically, or come in and see me whenever necessary.

Materials needed…

1. 3-ring binder with space dedicated to physics
2. Loose-leaf paper

3. Pencils and erasers

4. Blue or black pen 

5. Red pen or marking pencil

6. USB/Flash Drive

7. Scientific calculator


WebAssign
This year we will be using an online program for most bookwork problem assignments:  www.webassign.net.  The cost for the use of the program is $10.50 for the full year of the course.  You will be responsible for signing up online.  Your course access code (Key Code) for 4th period physics is:  skyline.wa 2523 8602
Please sign up no later than Friday, September 10.  If you have any problems, please let me know! (

Grading…




A = 100-93%

A - = 92.9-90%

B+ = 89.9-87%

B = 86.9-83%

B - = 82.9-80%

C+ = 79.9-77%

C = 76.9-73%

C - = 72.9-70%

D+ = 69.9-67%

D = 66.9-63%

D - = 62.9-60%

F = below 60.0%

Semester grading categories:








Assignments 
= 25%


Lab work and projects 
= 25%


Exams/Quizzes
= 40%

Semester Final Exam
= 10%

*Important note:  I will NOT round grades.  You will be given opportunities for extra credit.  Turn in all work and participate in extra credit opportunities.  What Family Access reports as your grade IS your grade.  I will not be rounding any grades.

· Cheating…cheating will be dealt with according to the definition and disciplinary recommendations given in the SHS student handbook.

· Plagiarism…IS considered cheating.  Your OWN words (NOT a web site’s, your lab partners, or any other written work’s words) must be used for any assignment or lab.
· Disciplinary actions…  depending on the severity of the offense, one or more of the following will be done: 
1.   Loss of participation points       3.  Detention with teacher

2. Phone call home

         4.  Administrative referral

Note:  Students are responsible for their own behavior in the science lab.  Actions that result in the misuse, damage, or breakage of lab supplies will receive disciplinary actions.  Students may be fined for the cost of the item.
 _______________________________________________________________________
Homework policies…

· All assignments are due at the pre-specified time and date.  Please put the date you turn it in on your assignment near your name.

· If an assignment or lab has been typed, it is NOT appropriate to use your class time, even before the bell rings, to jump on the computer and print it off.  HAVE YOUR HOMEWORK READY TO TURN IN WHEN YOU ARRIVE!

· Written work must be handed in on loose-leaf paper only.  NO RAGGED EDGES WILL BE ACCEPTED!

· All work must be legible.  If I can’t read it, I won’t grade it!

Excused Absences:

· It is the sole responsibility of the student to get any assignments missed during an excused absence.  If an absence is Unexcused, any assignments or quizzes missed will go down as a zero in the grade book.  No exceptions.

· Homework that was due the day you were gone must be turned in the day you return.  Make sure you turn it in to the appropriate “in” basket, and write “Absent” on the top of your work next to your name.

Late Work Policy:

· Any work turned in up to 5 school days late will be accepted, but will receive an automatic penalty of a 20% reduction of the total possible score.

· Any work turned in more than 5 school days late will be accepted, and will receive up to 30% of the total possible score, based only upon completion.

Warm-ups…

· Will be entered into your assignments category
· Warm-ups will be completed on your own sheet of loose-leaf paper and will be collected once a month.
· Each Warm-up entry must begin with the entry date

· At the end of a warm-up entry, draw a solid line across the page to separate it from the next entry.

· Warm-up questions will be on the board nearly every day when you enter the room.  You will earn up to 3 points each day for completing the following:

· Including the appropriate date!

· Copying the complete question 

· Writing a complete answer distinctly separated from the question.

· Having a Correct answer (or at least a very good attempt! ()

Note:  Be sure to write legibly, and distinctly separate one entry from the next in your physics journals—if I can’t read it, the entry earns a zero (0).
· Answers to the warm-up questions will not necessarily be covered that day.

· Please be working on your warm-up question by the time your class period begins.

· You must make up the daily warm-up question if you are tardy or absent unless you want to lose those 3 points.  Get the question(s) you missed from a classmate.  This is YOUR responsibility, and must be taken care of BEFORE the day a warm-up sheet is due.

*Labs…
· Unless otherwise directed, each member of a lab group is responsible for an individual lab report, written according to proper guidelines given in class.  

· Labs will typically be due the day after the class has completed data collection.

· Labs must be typed OR legibly written on loose-leaf paper.  

· It is expected that all graphs will be done individually using an appropriate computer graphing program (Logger Pro, available in class…details later)

· Points will be deducted from your lab grade if you choose not to properly follow lab procedures, safety guidelines or write-up requirements.

· Projects will have specific requirements that will be described upon assignment.  Due dates will be firm.

· If you miss a lab because of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to arrange for a make up lab to take place during a pre-arranged lab make-up session after school within 1 week of the absence. 

Extra Credit:

· Periodically in a semester you will be given the opportunity to earn some extra credit.  Do NOT ask for extra credit—if you ask, you will NOT get it (.  I will decide what to give as extra credit opportunities and when to give it.

· All extra credit will be entered at the END OF THE SEMESTER, regardless of when it is due and collected.

· You will ONLY earn this extra credit IF you have absolutely NO missing assignments!

Please log into Student Access and complete the online course expectations check assignment, which is an open-notes assignment.  You have until school starts on Wednesday, September 8 to complete this assignment.
Please go over these course expectations with your parents/guardians, sign, and return the attached receipt acknowledgement sheet by Friday, September 3 for 5 assignment points.  You will then be expected to keep these expectations in the front of your physics binder.  (turn in Tuesday for 4 points, Wednesday for 3 points, Thursday for 2, or Friday or later for 1)

Physics Course Expectations Acknowledgement of Receipt
I have read the entire course syllabus for Physics and understand my/my child’s responsibilities in this class.  I am aware that this syllabus is to be kept in a binder dedicated to physics notes and assignments for future reference.

_________________________________
_________________________________

student name (printed)



       student signature

_________________________________

parent/guardian signature

**************************************************************************************************

Science Safety Expectations Acknowledgement

I have read, understand, and will follow the posted  science safety rules and laboratory regulations, and acknowledge that the below checked items have been explained.

· Non compliance with any of the above regulations will result in disciplinary action that may include suspension or expulsion from school.

· Location and use of fire extinguisher.

· Location and use of eye wash devices.

· Emergency evacuation procedures.

_________________________________________

_______________________________

Name of Student





Science Course/Period/Teacher

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________

Signature of Student




Date

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________

Signature of Parent




Date

Inappropriate Use of Technology Policy


Cell Phone and MP3 player Use


As cell phone technology advances there are more and more opportunities for the phones to become a distraction.  In particular, games on the phones and instant messages are becoming quite a problem during classes.  CELL PHONES ARE NOT PERMITTED IN PHYSICS CLASSES.  IF A STUDENT IS FOUND USING A CELL PHONE IN CLASS IT WILL BE CONFISCATED.  THE STUDENT MAY PICK UP THE PHONE FROM ADMINISTRATION.  


This same policy will be followed if a student is listening to a CD Player/MP3 player during class.





Calculator Policy


If you choose to use your calculator in a way that is inappropriate for the class time provided (i.e. playing games at any time without permission), your calculator will be confiscated.  You may pick it up at the following times:  


1st offense=after class; 2nd offense=end of day; 3rd + offense=from administrator


Cards


Although cards are not technology, the consequences are the same as with the calculator.  If you choose to play cards (ANY game!) during the regular class period and without permission, they WILL be confiscated!!








